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EMS launches ‘Scarves Around Town’ 
One day last year Bran-

dy Tisdale was crochet-

ing a baby blanket. 

Tisdale, an Emergency 

Medical Technician with 

Sumter County Emer-

gency Medical Services, 

wanted to make some-

thing for her best 

friend’s baby and Mary 

Pack noticed her obvious 

skill. 

A simple question led to 

a new initiative: Can you make a scarf? 

Capt. Pack, a shift supervisor who has been with Sumter County 

for 19 years, had been talking with Tisdale and others about 

something they’d seen on social media, whereby folks leave arti-

cles of clothing, hats and scarves in public places for the home-

less and less fortunate. 

When the cold weather hits, the 

idea is simple: Leave a scarf tied 

to a tree, or a lamp, or somewhere 

easily accessible. Someone who 

needs it will hopefully find this 

free offering, and read the at-

tached card, which states: I am 

not lost!! If you need this scarf to 

stay warm, please take it! Be 

warm! Do something to help 

someone else if you can! From 

Sumter Co. EMS. 

It’s now known as ‘Scarves 

Around Town,’ and already several of Sumter County’s Emer-

gency Medical Technicians and Paramedics have distributed 

scarves. 

“I think it’s an awesome opportunity to help people in need and 

for us to give back to our community,” said Chief Bobby Hingst, 

Director of EMS. “I commend them for coming up with the idea 

and seeing it through.  (See SCARVES, Page 4) 

Discount healthcare program available for all residents 

of Sumter County, provides savings on meds and more 

Live healthy, Sumter County. 

A free program is available to all county 

residents and can save you money on pre-

scription medication. The National Associ-

ation of Counties (NACo) Live Healthy 

program provides residents of Sumter 

County a free Prescription Discount Card 

to save money on retail costs on prescrip-

tions. 

As Sumter County Government is a mem-

ber of NACo, the Live Healthy program 

also offers county residents – for a month-

ly fee – discounts on health and dental 

costs as well to include vision procedures, 

hearing aids and screenings, prepaid lab 

work, diabetes supplies, and more. The 

Live Healthy discount program is not 

health insurance and is administered by 

CVS Caremark. 

“We’re happy to offer this program to resi-

dents of Sumter County,” said Sumter 

County Assistant Administrator Lorraine 

Dennis. “Striving toward a healthier life-

style through exercise and better nutrition 

is an admirable mindset and something we 

should all do. With this program, Sumter 

County residents can also realize long-term 

savings on health care costs.”   

According to the National Association of 

Counties, the prescription portion of the program continues to grow, with providing 
(See HEALTHCARE, Page 3) 

Left to right: Brandy Tisdale, Kim Graham and Mary Pack of Sumter County EMS sort scarves ready for donation 

 



Probate Court’s Tess Duggan ‘a team leader’ 

Tess Duggan is not a Sumter native. 

“But I married a Sumter boy,” she said, 

laughing. 

Duggan is an associate judge in Probate 

Court, having worked a total of 26 years 

for Sumter County Government. 

“She is a wonderful employee and always 

willing to go the extra mile,” said Assistant 

Administrator Lorraine Dennis. “She stays 

busy but keeps a smile on her face.” 

Duggan was born in Lakenheath, England 

and still holds dual citizenship. Although 

her parents Jack and Joy Alexander are 

originally from Summerville, her father’s 

career in the U.S. Air Force saw the family 

stationed in Europe and “all over the 

south,” she said. 

“I went to 13 different schools,” she said, 

and graduated from high school in Hamp-

ton, Virginia. 

After graduating from Belmont Abbey 

College in North Carolina, she used her 

degree in biology to teach science and reli-

gion at St. Anne and St. Jude’s Catholic 

School before landing a job in the Clerk of 

Court’s office working for O.V. Player.  

“I worked in Common Pleas,” she said. 

“We had a good time.” 

When Probate Judge Dale Atkinson was 

elected in 2003, he hired her to work in his 

office and the rest is history. Though she 

started off doing basic clerk functions and 

processing marriage licenses, she now 

works primarily opening and closing es-

tates. She also handles guardianships and 

conservatorships, and those cases can 

number more than 700 each year. 

Judge Dale Atkinson said Duggan is a tre-

mendous asset to Sumter County Probate 

Court. 

“She is an excellent employee. She is very 
dependable,” he said. “She is a team leader 
and she’s the one that keeps everything in 
the office flowing the way it should be. 
She’s great, no doubt about it.” 

Duggan and her husband Joey, a Battalion 

Chief with the Sumter Fire Department, 

have three children: twins Jordan and Mol-

ly, who are 25-years-old, and son Clay, 27. 

Jordan is following in his father’s footsteps 

and is a full-time firefighter. Molly and 

Clay are both graduates of Winthrop Uni-

versity while the oldest Duggan teaches 

high school history classes in Greenville 

and his sister traveled extensively doing 

mission work after graduating. She is at-

tending Central Carolina Technical Col-

lege and studying to be a nurse. 

For Tess Duggan, her work allows her to 

help people who have no idea what to ex-

pect when they walk into Probate Court. 

“The majority of people walk out of here 

very appreciative,” she said. “They’re 

nervous and we try to put them at ease and 

help them. Ninety percent of the people 

walk out happy, feeling like they’ve got 

some resolution and that makes the job 

satisfying.” 

She also said she and her co-workers are 

tight knit and work hard while enjoying 

each other’s company. Judge Atkinson is 

great to work for, she added. 

“As long as he’s here, I’m here,” she said. 

     Employee Spotlight 

Find us on social media:  

Facebook: @SumterCountySC 

Twitter: @SumterCountyGov 

Instagram: sumtercountygovernment 

YouTube: Sumter County Government 

Primary website: www.sumtercountysc.org 

#SumterCountySC  #PatriotParkSC   

http://www.sumtercountysc.org


HEALTHCARE from Page 1 

an average savings of 32 percent on thousands of medications. 

Average savings range from 15 to 75 percent. The free prescrip-

tion discount card is accepted nationwide at more than 68,000 

pharmacies.  

The individual health and dental costs are $6.95 a month or $69 a 

year. The monthly family costs are $8.95 a month or $79 a year. 

When combining health and dental, the monthly individual costs 

are $13.90 or $138 a year.  For health and dental, the monthly 

family cost is $17.90 or $158 a year. 

For additional information, visit www.nacorx.org/ or call 1-877-
321-2651 

Participants take part in the 2019 Sumter Heart Walk fundraiser that promotes a 

healthier lifestyle with regular exercise and better nutrition. 

SFD’s Fire Prevention Specialist stresses holiday safety 

Selena Ruth Smith has 

been with the Sumter 

Fire Department since 

2008, and every fall and 

winter when the temper-

atures turn cold, she 

wants folks to think 

about safety in the home. 

As a Fire Prevention 

Specialist, she spends 

time speaking to stu-

dents, civic groups, and 

at churches and nursing 

homes to stress the need 

for keeping your home 

safe and preventing fires. 

“We go everywhere,” 

she said. “And when 

students visit us at Head-

quarters, they will hear 

many tips from us about 

staying safe in the win-

ter.” 

She sees her work as bringing the opportunity to engage with 

students and reinforce things they’ve perhaps already heard, but 

can stand to hear again. 

“I’ve been where they are,” she said. “If I’m giving them a mes-

sage about how to do the right thing and what is safe and smart, I 

know it’s going to get back home because little kids love to tell 

everything.” 

To stay safe this holiday season, follow these tips: 

- Be careful with holiday decorations; choose decorations 

that are flame resistant or flame retardant. 

- Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so cords don’t get dam-

aged. 

- Keep lit candles away from decorations and keep children 

and pets away from lit candles. 

- Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet. 

- Replace worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. 

- Some lights are strictly for indoor or outdoor use, but not 

both. 

- Test your smoke alarm and have a fire escape plan. 

- When you’re cooking, stay in the kitchen and keep knives 

out of reach of children. 

- Keep your kitchen floor clear and make sure any cords to 

electric appliances aren’t dangling off the counter. 

Selena Ruth Smith, far right, helps lead a tour of the Sumter Fire Department for a group of Hillcrest Middle School students. 

http://www.nacorx.org/


SCARVES, from Page 1 

I hope people get use out of them and stay warm this win-

ter.” 

Tisdale, who has been with EMS for a year, saw crocheting 

as the chance to make something useful in her downtime, 

while also realizing “it’s actually a really good stress reliev-

er, believe it or not.” 

Friends and family have donated yarn and she said when she 

and her husband see yarn on sale, they “buy it up.” 

When she’s off work, she can make two or three scarves a 

day, she said. 

“She’s quick,” Pack said. “I want her to teach us how to do 

it.” 

Tisdale’s daughter Alexandrea Rhodes and Pack designed 

the laminated cards attached to the scarves, which feature a 

scarf-wearing Piglet, and recommends the recipient pay it 

forward. 

“You pass on a kind deed and they’ll pass on a kind deed,” 

Tisdale said. 

Sumter County Administrator Gary Mixon said he’s proud 

of the example being set by the county’s paramedics and 

EMTs. 

“This campaign to help out the less fortunate is a wonderful 
idea and shows to our community how much our team at 
EMS cares about serving Sumter and being a positive force 
for change,” he said. 

Tisdale works on scarves in between EMS calls, top and bottom; a laminated card is 

affixed to each scarf, and some beanies that are distributed; EMS workers hang scarves 

by the Sumter County Library recently for the homeless and less fortunate. 



December brings variety of holiday happenings to Sumter  

For a full listing of events, check the calendar at www.sumtercountysc.org  

Dec. 4:  Wreath making workshop at the Sumter County Museum at 11 a.m. info: 

www.sumtercountymuseum.org  

Dec. 6:  Christmas tree lighting at the Sumter County Courthouse at 4:30 p.m. followed by a 

walk with St. Nick over to the Sumter County Library  

Dec. 7:  Breakfast with Santa at Salterstown 

Community Center at 9 a.m. and then Pinewood 

Christmas parade at 10 a.m. 

Dec. 8:  Evening Optimist Club of Sumter 

Christmas parade in downtown Sumter at 2 p.m. 

and Sumter Community Concert Band at Patriot 

Hall at 7 p.m. 

Dec. 12:  ‘A Tuna Christmas’ opens at 

Sumter Little Theatre, runs 12/12 to 12/15 

and 12/20 to 12/22  info: 

www.sumterlittletheatre.com  

Dec. 13 & 14:  Jingle with the Arts at        

Patriot Hall, 1st show 7 p.m., then 3 p.m. 

and 7 p.m.  

Dec. 16:  282nd Army March-

ing Band concert at Patriot 

Hall at 7 p.m. 

Dec. 24 to 26:  Christmas holi-
day, offices of Sumter County 

Government closed 

http://www.sumtercountysc.org
http://www.sumtercountymuseum.org
http://www.sumterlittletheatre.com

